
University of North Florida Digital Humanities Initiative 

Advisory Committee Meeting 

October 23, 2015, 3:00–4:30 

Thomas G. Carpenter Library Special Collections Reading Room 

 

Agenda and Meeting Materials 

 

1. Welcome and introductions 

 

2. Draft description of the DHI (see p. 2). This document will evolve as we refine the 

direction and focus of the DHI. However, we’re already pursuing funding opportunities and 

CIRT has offered to help us create a web presence. Therefore, I think we should come to at 

least a preliminary consensus on this description. Are there any changes you would like to 

suggest?  

 

3. Draft letter of interest for 2015–2016 Foundation Board Initiatives (see p. 3–4). I would 

like to suggest that we apply for startup funding through the Foundation Board Initiatives. 

The first step is to submit a letter of interest by November 2. I have tried to formulate a 

proposal that is as specific as possible, highlighting the interdisciplinary nature of our 

project and its potential to engage UNF students (two considerations the Foundation Board 

has emphasized). By putting together the list of model projects mentioned in the letter, I 

have attempted to show that we have the potential to foment a much larger DH community 

here at UNF. Do you agree with how I have framed this request, and the way I propose we 

use the funds?  

 

4. Proposed events for Spring 2016 (see pp. 5–6). We can sponsor these activities without 

any funding (as we currently have none). Do you agree with this plan?  

 

5. Draft idea for proposed Spring 2017 Symposium (see pp. 7–8). This is a draft of how we 

might organize an inaugural event for the DHI. Do you support this idea? If we are invited 

to submit a proposal for the Foundation Board Initiatives, we will need to further develop 

this idea by early 2016.  

 

6. Leadership structure for the DHI (see p. 9). A predetermined structure does not exist for 

the governance of initiatives, as they are not official administrative entities. We therefore do 

not have to be too formal about how we organize ourselves. I think, though, that we should 

establish a basic plan for leadership and continuity. Is this an acceptable structure for the 

time being? Do you agree with the roles of the director, assistant director, and advisory 

committee members as stated here? If the group approves this proposal, when and how 

should we select the director and assistant director? 

 

7. Electronic Textual Editing course (see pp. 10–12). With help from several others, I have 

developed this proposal as a model of the kind of DH courses we could create at UNF. If the 

question arises during the APC process, can I say the advisory committee of the DHI 

supports this proposal? 

 

8. Other business 
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Draft description, revised 10/13/15 

The University of North Florida Digital Humanities Initiative 

The University of North Florida Digital Humanities Initiative (DHI) seeks to promote 

collaboration on interdisciplinary projects that employ technology in Humanities, Fine Arts, and 

Social Science research and teaching. The DHI will coordinate events exploring the theory and 

practice of Digital Humanities scholarship, and will provide a forum in which faculty can work 

together on the design and implementation of digital projects. The DHI will help faculty to engage 

students directly in hands–on Digital Humanities research, within and beyond the classroom, and 

will promote opportunities for UNF faculty to collaborate on digital projects with cultural 

institutions in Northeast Florida. In doing the above, the DHI will encourage an ongoing 

conversation regarding the future of Digital Humanities endeavors at UNF. 

The DHI is an informal association of faculty from across campus working in partnership 

with The Center for Instruction and Research Technology (CIRT), the Office of Faculty 

Enhancement (OFE), Information Technology Services (ITS), the Office of Research and 

Sponsored Programs (ORSP), and the Thomas G. Carpenter Library. The DHI is currently managed 

by an interim director, who seeks the input of an internal advisory committee, as well as an external 

advisory board. 

If the DHI proves successful, those involved may in the future seek to pursue the 

establishment of a formal research center that could provide more extensive support for Digital 

Humanities projects at UNF. 

 

 

 

  



 

3 
 

 

 

 

November 2, 2015   *** Preliminary draft for review by Advisory Committee*** 

 

Dear Dean Hetrick: 

 

I am interested in submitting a proposal for the 2015–2016 UNF Foundation Board 

Initiatives on behalf of the advisory committee (see attached) of the UNF Digital Humanities 

Initiative. We represent a campus–wide effort to promote collaboration on projects employing 

technology in Humanities, Fine Arts and Social Sciences research and teaching. We seek to advance 

the strategic goals of the university by promoting innovative scholarly activity that will help UNF 

attract talented faculty and students, and will enable UNF to participate in regional, national and 

international conversations surrounding the Digital Humanities.  

We are seeking a total of $26,000 in start–up funds: $6,000 to support an inaugural symposium 

(Spring 2017) featuring presentations by Digital Humanities scholars of national prominence, and 

$20,000 to advance the following ten model projects ($2,000 each) to be showcased at that event: 

 
1) “Observations through Photovoice.” Anne Pfister (Anthropology) will explore a pedagogical strategy 

involving hands–on fieldwork using digital photography and a qualitative research method called photovoice. 2) “A 

Visual Dictionary of Street Chinese.” Yongan Wu (Chinese) will construct an online dictionary of Chinese 

characters in context, based on photographs taken in China and linked to maps using GIS software. 3) 

“Documenting the Inter-American Cold War.” Using tools for electronic textual analysis, Alison Bruey 

(History) will design and test a methodology for the categorization and interpretation of diplomatic cables related to 

the Pinochet dictatorship. 4) “Highlighting Florida’s Women of Color.” JeffriAnne Wilder (Sociology) will 

develop a website examining the women of color who have been trailblazers in our state. 5) “Cornbread, 

Quimbombo y Barbacoa.” Keith Cartwright (English) will collaborate with a professor from Roanoke College to 

build an online archive of field recordings and images of Day of the Dead and carnival celebrations in Louisiana 

and the state of Veracruz. 6) “Hub and Hive: Tinkering with Data Collection, Matrix and Printmaking.” 

Sheila Goloborotko (Printmaking) will laser–cut and engrave computer–generated and photographic data onto 

materials that will become printing plates or blocks for traditional printmaking processes. 7) “Emerging 

Technology in Veteran Education.”  Margaret Stewart (Communication) will explore the role social media and 

mobile devices can play in transitioning veterans to the classroom. 8) “Voces y caras: Hispanic Communities of 

Jacksonville.” Constanza López (Spanish) will expand this UNF–based multimedia archive gathering oral 

interviews with the local Hispanic population. 9) “SmartSign 2.0.” Ching–Hua Chuan (Computing) and Caroline 

Guardino (Deaf Education) will develop and test an interactive American Sign Language mobile application for 

deaf/hard–of–hearing children and their families. 10) “Editing the Eartha White Archives.” Aisha Johnson 

(Special Collections) and I will create a digital archive of the papers of African American leader Eartha M. M. 

White, held in the UNF Library.  

 

All projects involve UNF students in critical research and/or technical roles. Funds will be used 

for discretionary faculty expenses, including travel, software and material costs, as well as stipends 

for students. We will measure our success by the interdisciplinary dialogue and scholarly 

production that result from this effort. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Clayton McCarl, Associate Professor of Spanish/Interim Director, Digital Humanities Initiative
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Appendix to McCarl Letter of Interest 

 

UNF Digital Humanities Initiative Advisory Committee 

 

Christopher W. Baynard, Associate Professor of Geography and GIS 

James Beasley, Associate Professor of English 

Erin K. Bennett, Associate Professor of Piano and Piano Pedagogy 

Jeffrey T. Bowen, Director of Technical Services, Thomas G. Carpenter Library 

Ching–Hua Chuan, Assistant Professor of Computing 

Sherif A. Elfayoumy, FIS Distinguished Professor of CIS and Interim Director, School of 

Computing  

Josh Gellers, Assistant Professor of Political Science 

Patricia Geesey, Professor of French and Chair, Department of Languages, Literatures and Cultures 

Sheila Goloborotko, Assistant Professor of Printmaking 

Caroline A. Guardino, Associate Professor and Deaf Education Program Director 

Mitch Haney, Associate Professor of Philosophy and Chair, Department of Philosophy 

Laura Heffernan, Assistant Professor of English 

Aisha Johnson, Head of Special Collections and Archives, Thomas G. Carpenter Library 

John Kantner, Associate Vice President for Research and Dean of the Graduate School  

Philip Kaplan, Associate Professor of History 

Courtenay McLeland, Head of Digital Projects and Preservation, Thomas G. Carpenter Library 

Deb Miller, Director, Center for Instruction and Research Technology 

Debra Murphy, Professor of Art History and Chair, Department of Art and Design 

Gordon Rakita, Director of Academic Technology and Professor of Anthropology 

Dan Richard, Director, Office of Faculty Enhancement 

Margaret C. Stewart, Assistant Professor of Communication 

Karthikeyan Umapathy, Associate Professor of Information Systems 

Stephanie Weiss, Distance Learning Librarian, Thomas G. Carpenter Library 

JeffriAnne Wilder, Associate Professor of Sociology and Founding Director, Institute for the Study of Race 

and Ethnic Relations (SRER) 

David Wilson, Assistant Director, Center for Instruction and Research Technology 

 

External Advisory Board (preliminary list): 

Kathleen Krizek, Special Collections Librarian, Jacksonville Public Library 

Robert F. Nawrocki, Chief Librarian, Saint Augustine Historical Society Research Library 

Laurie Taylor, Digital Scholarship Librarian, University of Florida 
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UNF Digital Humanities Initiative 

Proposed Events for Spring 2016 

 

Panel Discussion: Technology and Society 

 

Friday, February 26, 12:00–1:30 

Location: 58W/3806 

 

This interdisciplinary panel discussion will consider ways that technology both unites and divides 

us in today’s world. Panelists (preliminary list): 

 

Ching–Hua Chuan, Assistant Professor of Computing 

Mitch Haney, Associate Professor of Philosophy and Chair, Department of Philosophy 

Margaret C. Stewart, Assistant Professor of Communication 

Karthikeyan Umapathy, Associate Professor of Information Systems 

 

This event is sponsored by the UNF Digital Humanities Initiative, and forms part of “Us and 

Them,” the Spring 2016 International Studies Senior Seminar Lecture Series, which examines how 

ideas of sameness and difference drive world events and cultural tendencies. 

 

 

Workshop: Introduction to TEI–XML 

 

Wednesday, April 20 (Reading day), 9 am–12 pm 

Location: UNF Language Lab, 15/1105 

 

A hands–on workshop designed to introduce participants to TEI–XML, the standard today for 

textual encoding in the Humanities. This session is intended for faculty and staff interested in 

editing and publishing literary or historical documents in an electronic format. No previous 

experience with XML or textual editing is required. Participants are encouraged to bring a short text 

or fragment with which to work. Led by Clayton McCarl of Languages, Literatures and Cultures, 

and sponsored by the UNF Digital Humanities Initiative in collaboration with CIRT. To register, 

see [website]. 

 

 

Workshop: Introduction to Story Maps 

 

Wednesday, April 20 (Reading day), 1 pm–4 pm 

Location: TBA 

 

A hands–on workshop designed to introduce faculty and staff to the concept of Story Maps, a tool 

for narrating experiences and communicating research results through the use of images and 

geographical data. No previous experience with Geographical Information Systems (GIS) is 

required. Participants should bring a selection of related digital images (preferably ones that are 

geotagged) corresponding to different locations. Led by Chris Baynard of Economics and 
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Geography, and sponsored by the UNF Digital Humanities Initiative in collaboration with CIRT. To 

register, see [website]. 

 

 

 

Regional Events: 

 

THATCamp Florida  

 

[Date, Time (In 2015 it was a Sat. at the end of Feb.)] 

Location: TBA (Orlando) 

 

An informal gathering (an “unconference”) that provides an opportunity to meet scholars from 

across Florida and explore topics related to the Digital Humanities. For more information and to 

register, see [website]. Those interested in carpooling should contact [person] by [date]. 

 

 

THATCamp Gainesville 

 

Friday April 22, 2016, 8:30 a.m. (until approximately 4:00 p.m.) 

Location: University of Florida Smathers Library and Library West, Gainesville 

 

Similar to the event in Orlando listed above, this will be an opportunity to meet other scholars and 

share ideas in an informal context. For more information and to register, see 

http://gainesville2016.thatcamp.org/. Those interested in carpooling should contact [person] by 

[date]. 
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University of North Florida Digital Humanities Initiative 

Spring 2017 Inaugural Symposium 

 

 *** Draft preliminary program *** 

 

Date: TBA 

Location: TBA 

 

This one–day event inaugurates the UNF Digital Humanities Initiative. A roundtable session in the 

morning brings together a panel of experts to discuss the state of the Digital Humanities nationally 

and in Florida, and to help us consider ways to understand and promote interdisciplinary 

collaboration involving technology at UNF. The afternoon features a showcase of Digital 

Humanities projects involving UNF faculty and students, and a series of conversations around 

specific topics coordinated by the Center for Instruction and Research Technology (CIRT), the 

Office of Faculty Enhancement (OFE), Information Technology Services (ITS), the Office of 

Research and Sponsored Programs (ORSP) and the Thomas G. Carpenter Library. 

 

All UNF faculty, staff and students are invited to participate. To register, see [webpage]. 

 

9:30 Coffee and Registration 

 

10:00 Opening remarks 

 

10:15 Roundtable. Moderator: Clayton McCarl, Associate Professor of Spanish 

 

Panelists: 

 

 Andrew Jewell is associate professor of digital projects at the University of 

Nebraska–Lincoln Libraries, the editor of the Willa Cather Archive and co–

editor of Scholarly Editing, the annual of the Association for Documentary 

Editing 

 Mark L. Kamrath is general editor of the Charles Brockden Brown 

Electronic Archive and Scholarly Edition and co–director of the Center for 

Humanities and Digital Research at the University of Central Florida 

 Laurie Taylor is the digital scholarship librarian at the University of Florida 

 

11:45 Lunch 

 

12:45 Digital Project Showcase (an interactive poster/technology demo session) 

 

2:00 Designing Digital Humanities Projects. CIRT.  

 

2:20 Funding Opportunities. ORSP. 

 

2:40 Coffee 

 

3:00 Digital Scholarship and the Tenure and Promotion Process. OFE/UFF 
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3:20 Meeting Technology and Training Needs. CIRT and ITS. 

 

3:40 Opportunities for Collaboration. Thomas G. Carpenter Library. 

 

4:00 Engaging Students in the Digital Humanities. School of Computing/COAS/ Office 

of Undergraduate Research (OUR)/HR 

 

4:20 Closing remarks 
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UNF Digital Humanities Initiative 

Proposed Leadership Structure 

 

The Initiative will be led by a director who will: 

 

 convene a meeting of the advisory committee at least once a semester to consult on the 

planning of events and the direction of the Initiative; 

 serve as a point of contact for faculty seeking information on starting or managing Digital 

Humanities projects at UNF, assist those faculty in developing their ideas, and refer them to 

others in CIRT, ITS, the Library, and elsewhere, as appropriate; 

 work with CIRT to maintain a web presence for the Initiative, and coordinate the group’s 

use of social media; 

 collaborate with CIRT and others to organize training sessions and events designed to enable 

faculty to pursue DH projects;  

 coordinate with OSRP and others to identify and pursue funding opportunities for the 

Initiative and the projects it supports;  

 maintain communication with the external advisory board to identify opportunities for 

collaboration between UNF faculty and students and cultural institutions in North Florida; 

and 

 serve as UNF’s representative to the FLDH, the Florida Digital Humanities Consortium 

(http://fldh.org/), or designate someone else to fill that role. 

 

An assistant director will share in the above responsibilities, in whatever capacity agreed upon 

between that person and the director, in preparation for assuming the role of director. 

The director and assistant director will be selected by the members of the advisory committee and 

will serve two–year terms. The assistant director will automatically ascend to the role of director, 

unless the advisory committee decides otherwise. 

 

 

The members of the advisory committee will: 

 

 select the director and assistant director; 

 represent their respective areas in determining the direction and priorities of the Initiative;  

 contribute to advancing a campus–wide discussion on the role of Digital Humanities at 

UNF; 

 support as possible and appropriate faculty–led projects; and 

 recruit new representatives from their areas to serve on the advisory committee when 

stepping down. 

  

http://fldh.org/
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