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ANSWER

Dr. SNaPE’s Accufation, &°c,

INTRODUCTION.

Snoieiaec S I always knew that Perfonal
Abufes are made ufe of, to give
x| lifeto a Defperate Caufe amongft
¥ ;53| the Vulgar, by Men who have no
0| other Weapon againft fincere Lovers
| of Truth, than Falfhood ; and no
better Way of defending what
%] They call Religion, than Paffion and
Calumny : So, 1believe, there never
was 2 more Remarkable Inftance of ¢his, than what
Dr. Snape has given the World in his late Coutroverfy,
by Publickly and Pofitively Charging Me with being a
Perfonated Fefuit under the Shape of a Free-thinker, with-
out any the leaft Ground, or-any the lealt Relation to
the Argument he was then upon.
Whilft it was only whifpered about by fuch Men,
that I was whatever They plcafed to call me, tho"Il
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could have made the World immediately fenfible of
their WWeaknefs or Injuftice, 1 chofe to let ‘em weary
themfelves with their fhort-liv’d S/anders ; as knowing
that Time,and anUnblameableCondu& muft wear them
off; that they would bring at laft the whele Shame
upon the Slanderers, and that the Confidering, Equitable
and Generous Part of the World is not at all influenc’d
by them. .

But fince I am now called upan in fo boifterous and
inhuman a2 Manner to give the Proteflant World an
Account of My-[elfs (the Sincerity of whofe Converfi-

- on, and whofe Honefty, was ncver queftioned in the
Popih) and fince the Lord Bithop of Bangor ought not
to be reviled fot his Kindnefs to Me; I fhall lay hold
of this unexpe&ed, but welcome Opportunity, to put
a ftop once for all to all .manner of Obloguy, and to
appearin the Eyes of Menwhat I am in the Eyes of God,

. and of All whoknow Me, a hearty and fincere Fyiend

- tothe True Proteflant C;z}/e, tho’ traduced by Some, whe
would have us think Téem the great Promoters of the

fame, as-one of the mos¢ Treacherous of its’ Enemies.
_ 1 thall give Dr. Snape as full Satisfaltion * on this

Point, as He can poflibly wifh for; and it may be
more. I fhall fet forth Notorious and Unexceptionable
Matiers of Faél, and trace the different Steps by which
an Early and Inguifitive Love of Truth led Me to fuch
Principles as have raifed fo much Calumny againft Me;
for the fake of which Principles only, having parted
with every worldly Thing that could be dear to Me,
Y am now pretty well contented to undergo the Re-
proackes of New Enemies, in hopes of a little Share in
the Merit of oppofling Once more the True Spiri¢ and
Main Foundations cf Popery.

Afrer I have done ¢his, 1 fhall let every onc weigh
in his own Thoughts, how Barbarous and Unchriftian

it is in a Protefant Clergyman to Rob One, who was

* See bis Jaft Page.
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once in the Depth of Popery, and is comge over intp
Foreign Countries to feek, with Uprightnefs and Simpls-
tity of Heart, for the Proteflant Trush, of the only
‘Things he has not loft in Purfuance of it, viz. his Re-
putation, and new Friends : How little Encouragement
thefe Migbty Enemies of the Cbyrch of Rome (who are
already entitled to its Thanks on fo many other A¢-
coants) give to thofe who would Forfake, or have
thoronghly Forfaken i¢; how wid not only of Chars-
y, but of Common Equity, They muft be, who attempt
to wound the Charafter of a Chriftian Prelate, by Blac-
kexing that of One of his Family ; and how weak Tbeir
Mualice will appear, when it fhallbe feen that They have
dubing to alledge for Their Charge againft Me, but
that I was ten Years ago a Fefuit ; a Misfortune which
I have owned openly every where, and which T have
told ti:c World of My own accord fix Months ago in
Prim *. ~

In order therefore to perform thoroughly what {
have now undertaken, I muft trouble the World with
an Account of My-felf from My Youth ; which, know-
ing how little acceptable any thing that is Perfonal is,
I thall endeavour to render throughout Bemeficial and
Infiruftive. And in this, 1 cannot forbear, and 1 hope
it will be allowed me, to mention feveral Particulars.
relating to Men of Note amongft the Fefuits, and
Others of the Church of Rome; which may perhaps .
feem not o clofe to the main Point, but will, I think,.
be very entertainipg to the Curious and Learned
World. It will appear from hence, in what Manner I
was drawn in to be a2 Fefuit; how I Behaved My-felf,
and was Treated among ‘em ; what Reafons perfwaded -
Mc to part with them ; upon what Terms 1 was then
with them, and have been ever fince;: How fome
Years after, I came to turn Proseflant, and to be Forced
out Of Fragce ; how I fpent My Time in Holand firft,

% I» tbe Title Page of My Tranflation of My Lord’s Prefer.
vikive, Jfold at Mr. Cafkcl's, in Greek-ftreet, meqr Soho-Square,
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